IN OFFICE AGAIN
House of Commons as well as within. It has been noticed
that, when a Labour Government is in office, the general
interest in Parliament is greatly increased. Crowds throng
the precincts of the Palace of Westminster, and the demand
for tickets for the Members' Gallery is multiplied fourfold.
The reason is, of course, that the interest in a Labour Govern-
ment is more widespread. Politics becomes 'front-page
news.'
The time-honoured tradition that the first day of a new
Parliament be given up to what are, more or less, ceremonial
addresses, was observed on this occasion. When the Govern-
ment of the day is Tory or Liberal, the rule is that these formal
addresses of thanks to His Majesty for His Gracious Speech
are moved and seconded by,. Members arrayed in Court dress
or in military or naval uniform. The Labour spokesmen on
this occasion dispensed with this formality and delivered their
carefully prepared speeches without the decorative sartorial
adornment.
This, the second King's Speech for which a Labour Govern-
ment was responsible, envisaged a long series of legislative
proposals relating to agriculture, fishing, marketing of farm
and fishery outputs, coal, iron and steel industries, factory
legislation, housing and slum clearance, the appointment of
a Royal Commission on the sale and supply of intoxicating
liquor, a survey of the various National Insurance and Pensions
schemes, and the amendment of the Trades Disputes Act. In
the field of Foreign Affairs, reference was made to German
reparations, the evacuation of the Rhineland, international
arbitration, the c Optional Clause/ and the resumption of
diplomatic relations with the Government of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.
Mr. Baldwin's speech in reply was of the kind in which
he excels. It was of the light, witty, congratulatory, after-
dinner variety, with a delicate banter, a gentle, unobtrusive
irony, and a whimsical humour. MacDonald, who followed,
had a different and a much more difficult task. He had to
make the initial speech of a new regime, and it had to be
conciliatory to the criticism of his opponents, while being
inspiring to his supporters. He appreciated the situation ; he
explained how his minority position was bound to affect the
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